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X.CHAPTER BY CHAPTER
Vocabulary standards3, 4
Question/Pr edict/Evaluate standards 3, 6, 11
Extending the Story standardss, 7, 11, 12

XI. ANSWERSTO QUESTION/PREDICT/EVALUATE
XI1. NATIONAL STANDARDS
This guide has been prepared and noted according to the Standards for the English Language
Arts, sponsored by the National Council for the Teachers of English and the International
Reading Association. A list of these standards can be found at the end of this guide.




I.AUTHOR BACKGROUND

Nancy Garden was born in Boston, Massachusetts. She was an only child and early evidence of her
great imagination comes from the fact that she made up atwin brother, whom she named Bobby.
(There aretwinsin this story, too.) Her family moved often and at age 9 she arrived in North
Providence, Rhode Island. She later lived in Concord where much of the history of the American
Revolution takes place.

Nancy came from afamily of storytellers and loved to act and work in any job in the theater. Her
first, book which she wrote at age 12, wastitled Dogs | have Known and may have been inspired by her
dog, Muggins.

As Nancy grew up she taught acting and speech and started writing. She worked as an editoria
assistant and later held an editorial position for Houghton Mifflin’s textbook division. Then she began
writing full time. Another move took her to Carlisle, Massachusetts, which isin the Boston area.
Nancy now livesin Maine.

Source: Something about the Author Volume 12 Anne Commire, Editor. Gale Research

Inc. Detroit, 1977.

[I. THE ART OF WRITING

“If you want to write, you have to plod on, day after day, month after month. The important thing isto
write, not to feel like writing (if you’ re awriter, though, you'll probably want to write most days!).
Inspiration isn’'t as important to writing as hard work. It’s nice; when it strikes it’s marvelous, and the
words come rushing forth as if someone were dictating them, and on€e’s characters speak for themselves.
But one can’t expect that to happen every day. Most days, it’simportant just to go to one’s desk and write
something — and you know what? After enough practice, you'll find as | did when | first wrote full time,
that what you write even on the days when you feel awful is seldom quite as bad as you think. ‘Practice
makes perfect’ isacliche and for most people an exaggeration — but there’ s also agood deal of truthinit.

If you want to write, though, you can’t always closet yourself in your room in front of your
typewriter — as Sandy (friend) wisely reminds me! | think every experience awriter has, every person a
writer knows, adds to that vast storehouse inside from which all artistsdraw. Travel, meet people, truly
get to know your friends; love, laugh, cry, feel —in short, experience everything you can. And read,
awaysread....

What nicer requirements could there be for a career? Think of it: when you curl up with abook on a
rainy day; when you visit anew place or meet a new person; when you feel sorrow or joy, you're not
just being lazy or having fun or living life as anyone might live it — you're also, even if you're not
aware of it working. What joy!

| started writing when | was eight — poems mostly. When | was 12 or so | wrote along adventure
story for school, which prompted my English teacher to suggest that I might become awriter some day.
| felt very flattered but by then there were lots of other things | thought I might be — a veterinarian for
one. Nevertheless, | went on writing. One of the pieces | worked on hardest was a book called “Dogs |
have Known” a collection of biographies of every dog I’ d ever met.

| do sometimes get ideas from newspaper stories and | keep afile of clippings and notes about
subjectsthat | think | might want to write about someday. But sometimes, too, perhaps more often —
my ideas, especialy for fiction come from people, from places, and from feelings. Often something or
someone in my own experience will make me think of an idea for a book, but usually by the time the
book iswritten, there’ svery little left in it of the original experience or character.

If anybody who reads this is young and wantsto write, I’d like to say to him or her that one of the
best ways to learn about writing isto write. Reading, of course, isimportant too — vital. But if you




want to be awriter, don’t just think about is as some future thing that will happen when you have time
forit. A lot of adults have said to me “Oh I'd love to write, but | just don’'t havetime. If you want to
be awriter, you have to make the time, no matter what else you want to do or have to do. You haveto
sit down at that desk or table (or packing case) regularly and write, even if when your writing time
comes you'd rather play ball or walk the dog or go to the movies. That’s hard sometimes, but sois
writing itself. The wonderful part is that there’ s nothing more rewarding, at least to me, when the day’ s
work goes well.”

Source: Something about the Author Autobiography Series Volume 8

Joyce Nakamura, Editor Gale Research Inc. Detroit, 19809.

[HT.WRITING ACTIVITIES
1. Nancy Garden had many different interests and jobs as she followed her journey to become a writer.
One job was as an editoria assistant for atextbook publishing company. Editors have to be great
proofreaders. Taketoday’slocal newspaper and seeif you can find any mistakes in grammar or spelling.
2. Nancy Garden also said she gets many of her ideas from the newspaper and keeps afile of clippings
from which her next story might come. Over the course of this mystery story have students keep their
own file folder of newspaper clippings of headlines, pictures to inspire settings, pictures of ordinary
people who might become protagonists or antagonists, situations or problems, etc. Sort and use thesein
future stories students may write.
3. Nancy Garden’sfirst book (written when she was 12) was titled Dogs | Have Known. This could be
an interesting class project for students to write a class book with each student contributing their own
animal/pet/dog story. (Gary Paulsen’s book, My Lifein Dog Y ears, would be an excellent example to
show and read aoud to kids. Some hilarious and touching stories.)

IV.GENRE —MYSTERY
1. “Why are mysteries so popular? Basically they are unrealistic and have almost nothing to do with
real-life detection by police and private agents as mystery writers cheerfully admit. They demand deep
suspension of our disbelief yet the faithful gladly giveit. Mysteries are mere games, but we love
games. We hope to beat the detectives to the murderer.”
Source: Literature for Today’ s Y oung Adults by Kenneth Donelson and Alleen Pace Nilsen
3" edition Scott, Foresman and Company Glenview, Illinois 1989.

2. Theclass could keep amaster list of the cluesin the story asit progresses. Since there are
numerous physical clues, draw them or create them and display them in the classroom as students try to
solve the puzzle. Not only would this help students keep track of the clues, it would be a good way to
review the story each week.

3. Theteacher could even make a large puzzle board on which students could add a piece as they read
the story until they all fit into awhole puzzle at the end of the story.
4. Mystery Photo: As a continuation of the mystery theme and to connect to the daily newspaper, have
amystery person(s) of the day. Teachers can cut out the picture of a famous/important person in the
daily news and post his’her picture in a specia spot every day. Supply cluesif necessary. At theend
of the week these people and their importance can be studied. Students can put their guesses as to the
identity of this person in afishbowl. A daily winner can be drawn and rewarded with points or having
their own picture displayed under the heading “ Student in the Know”.




V.INTERNET SITES
www.mysterynet.com isawonderful site. Click on kids and teachers (http://Kids.MysteryNet.com)
and find arange of mystery activities including mysteries to solve, scary stories, magic tricks, contest
winners and more. Thereisamystery history, a mystery timeline, vocabulary, elements of a mystery,
etc. Thereisalink for Nancy Drew readers and lesson plans that include spelling, writing, arts, and
reading. A good mystery has suspense, a good plot, values, and higher level thinking skills. Evauate
The Secret of Smith’s Hill and judge its success in meeting these goals.

VI.THEME: THE SUPERNATURAL
The supernatural is also athemein this story. “Her (Nancy Garden) fiction and nonfiction for
elementary and middle graders often explore the supernatural realm, as they are peppered with occult
characters and unexplained events. Garden connects events to the mystical and the fantastic.”
Source: Children’s Literature Review Volume 51

Robert Westall, a British novelist for adolescents, says, “Why do we need ghosts? Of course, they
add an exciting fifth dimension to the often-boring four dimensions of real life. They make it possible
for us to escape into the land of the impossible where, delightfully, anything can happen. They are
also a comfort; areassurance of our own immortality. Most people want ghosts to exist (though only
in places some distances away that they can visit when they feel likeit.)

True ghost stories are about love and the passing of time. And we need them, because in terms of
love and the passing of time, we are all haunted houses, full of rooms we have shut off
because of loss, or fear, or regret.”
Source: Literature for Today’s Y oung Adults by Kenneth Donelson and Alleen Pace Nilsen
3 edition, Scott, Foresman and Company Glenview, Illinois 1989.

Perhaps the best quote of all came from Avi. When asked if he believed in ghosts, he replied, “I
don’'t believe in ghosts, but | do believe in ghost stories.”

VIil. GRAMMAR/WORD STUDY
1. Adverb Study: Asthe story isread, teachers will notice that Nancy Garden uses very interesting
adverbs. (Examples from Chapter 11 include soothingly, smugly, excitedly, sleepily, impatiently,
suspicioudly, thinly, evasively, etc.) A word wall could be kept in the classroom and words could
be added to it to it as the story progresses. Adverbsin context found in the newspaper could be
added to the wall as well.
2. Anagrams are scrambles of particular words or phrases. The Book of Puzzlements — Play
and Invention with L anguage by Herbert Kohl has many pages of ideas for games and activities with
word scrambles connecting to the twins and their efforts to unscramble their little brother’ s blocks. On
pages 24 — 36 you will find many ideas for scrambles, word grids, and magic word squares that will
intrigue your students. It would be easy to use the newspaper as a source for cut out letters and words.

VIII. HISTORY OF THE 1/00'S
A timeline of the 1700’ s would be a great help in discussing what were the important historical
happenings of this time period especially from 1760 on. In thisway the history of Frances Miller and
her beloved - which isthe secret of Smith’s Hill - would have a context. The story specifically




mentions. Paul Revere' s Ride, Lexington and Concord, the Declaration of Independence,
George Washington, the Continental Army, Cornwallis, and Y orktown.

| X. GENEOLOGIES
Kelly and James hope to solve their mystery by digging into the geneal ogy of Frances Smith.
This could be an interesting field for students to explore. If you choose to get into genealogies, there
are many websites from which to start your search. These may be helpful.

www.cyndislist.com
www.genhomepage.com
www.familytreemaker.com
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Vocabulary/ln Context/Definitions ..« sos

sirens “Therewas no...screaming of sirens.” (piercing horn)

cellar “ A construction crew had dug...a storage cellar under it...”
(underground storeroom)

sphinx “ Sphinx was the Clavers' elderly orange cat.”
(huge statue of lion with man’s head in Egypt)

flurry “First had come the flurry of moving men...” (commoation)

tramping “..tramping in and out of their apartment...” (to tread heavily)

tantrum “ Cory...almost had a tantrum when Dad packed away his blocks.”
(fit of bad temper)

reassuring “Not here,” Kelly said, trying to sound reassuring.” (free from fear)

wh e

Question/Predict/Evaluate
List the evidence that shows Boston was a dangerous place for the Claver family to live.
Consider each family member. What does each hope to gain by moving to Rhode Island?
What do you think could be making the sounds that are waking up the family? What about
the footsteps on the stairs?
Sphinx is the name of the Claver’s orange cat. What is a sphinx and why would this be a
good name for acat?

Extending the Story
The house on Smith’s Hill was built in the 1700's. What was happening historically during
thistime in our country? Check the newspaper and determine what is today’ s most
important news story. How do they compare?
Nancy Garden, the author, was an only child but imagined herself with atwin brother she
named Bobby. (In thisstory, Kelly has areal twin named James.) Would you want atwin?
Divide apiece of drawing paper into two sides. On one side draw the Claver homein
Boston and on the other the Claver home in Rhode Island. Compare and contrast the two
Settings?
There are real mysteriesin the news every day. Find a mysterious story in the news and
follow it over the next few days until it issolved. What clues are added? How isit
resolved?
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CHAPTER TWO
MYSTERY
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Vocabulary/ln Context/Definitions

2 1959 MUK Roach

horrified “ For afew horrified moments, the twins huddied together.”
(shocking, frightening)

hesitating “Kely...” James began, hesitating.” (pausing)

eerie “ Spohinx gave an eerie yowl and leapt out of Mom's arms.”
(weird, frightening)

soothingly “It's okay, little one,” she said soothingly.” (comfortingly)

fragments “ ...sweeping up the fragments.” (pieces)

skeptically “Maybe,” Kelly said skeptically.” (doubtfully)

perimeter “He pointed to a fence that ran around the perimeter of the

cellar hole.” (the outer boundary)

Question/Predict/Evaluate
. What was the cause of the mysterious crash?
. What odd clues do we have that this was not a simple accident?
Do you notice any differencesin the twins so far in the story? How istheir thinking
different about the noises?
4. What might explain the marks or writing on the gray stone Kelly found on the dirt pile?

WN

Extending the Story
1. What isthe construction crew doing? What is acellar, foundation, pouring cement, etc.?
What isinvolved in putting up a building? Find as many construction related jobs as you
can in the classified section of your newspaper. What are the requirements? Salary?
2. Give examples that show James has lingering fears from his life in Boston.




CHAPTER THREE
NOTHING OR
SOMETHING?
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Vocabulary/ln Context/Definitions ™™™ =
vigorously  “Kelly...scrubbed at it vigorously.” (with energy)
indistinct “ .. thewriting wasjust asindistinct as before.” (not clearly defined)
whimpered *“ ...she whimpered and backed away.” (cried)
scuffing “ James seemed interested in the hole, too, for he was scuffing at it.”
(to graze against)
humor “It was easier to humor Jamesthanto argue...” (toindulge)

frantically *“...shestarted digging again frantically.” (wildly)

Question/Pr edict/Evaluate
1. What do you know about the Revolutionary War? What was the importance of Lexington
and Concord? Paul Revere? The Declaration of Independence? Find out.
What could the “ 782" mean beside a house number?
What is the superstition behind a horseshoe? Isit working for the family so far?
What do you think is causing Clemmi€e’s odd behavior?

El A

Extending the Story
1. What are superstitions? Do students have their own superstitions?
2. What are some things or symbols that bring/represent good luck? Bad luck?
3. Find symbols as they are used in the newspaper. What do they represent?
What is the value or power of these symbols?




CHAPTER FOUR
TRIPLE TROUBLE

N

Vocabulary/In Context/Definitions

sympathetic “ Kelly gave him a long, sympathetic look.” (compassiengie}:
punctured “They aren’'t just flat. They’ve been punctured.” (pierced)

grim “ Dad looked grim.” (stern)

foundation “1"d hoped to have the foundation poured today.” (groundwork)
peering “...Dad said, peering closely at the paper.”  (looked closely)
plough “ ...so father cannot plough.” (till the soil)

militia “...that looked like a J and a word that looked like militia.”

Wn

(acitizen army)

Question/Predict/Evaluate
Recall all the mysterious happenings so far in the story? Arethey related? Can you make
any sense of them?
What isthe “odd problem” that Mr. Claver is talking about? What caused it?
How do you know that James still fears the gang from Boston? Do you think agang is
responsible for the vandalism so far and the other odd happenings?
What is the importance of the great find made by Mrs. Claver?
How was the term Johnny Bull used in Revolutionary War time? What were the two sides
called in the war? What were they fighting for?

Extending the Story
What information have we gotten from the diary? Have students use their imagination and
round out the diary page filling in the gaps with historical facts and map information. How
might the whole entry have read?
Using a headline story from the newspaper, write adiary entry asif you are one of the
peopleinvolved. What is your point of view?
Using the newspaper, identify any gang problemsin your city or state. Isit aproblemin
your area? Isit aproblem in your school?

10



CHAPTER FIVE
MORE NOISES

o2 Yo% MK, Rnach

concentrating “ ... James, Mom and dad were all concentrating on the game.”
(paying close attention)

omen “ Maybe finding that old diary was a good omen.” (sign)

logical “There'salogical explanation.” (sensible, rational)

obviously “ ...and James was obviously going to win.” (clearly)

distress “ That was Mor se code for the distress signal.” (trouble)

Question/Predict/Evaluate

Lo

What does it mean if something isa*®good omen”? What does dad think is a good omen?

2. What do you suspect is making the tapping sound? What is Morse Code? What seemsto

be the purpose of the tapping? Where does it |ead the twins?

3. What is the meaning of the blocks arranged in three rows on the floor? Why is this so

startling?

Extending the Story

1. Thiswould be agood point to use word games like anagrams. Take the letters of the blocks

and see how many words you can make from them.

2. Using aheadline from the newspaper, create your own mystery |letter arrangement or

anagram message.

11



CHAPTER SIX
ISTHISHOUSE
HAUNTED?

£ 1999 MK, Roacl

Vocabulary/ln Context/Definitions

sarcagtically “Oh, right,” James said sarcastically.” (biting, taunting)
retorted “Yeah, but | bet they can’t count...” Jamesretorted. (replied)
supernatural “ Animals are afraid of anything supernatural.”

(beyond the laws of nature)
shiver “Kelly felt herself shiver.” (tremble, shudder)
hastily “Kelly hastily piled blocks on top...” (hurriedly)
tremendous “ ...there was a tremendous crash in the kitchen.” (great)

Question/Predict/Evaluate
1. Do you see any connections between the weird things that have been happening? Mr.
Claver saysthat there are logical explanations for everything. What logical explanations can
you come up with?

2. How would you answer the question in the title of this chapter? How did the kids explain
the tapping? Would you agree with James that most intelligent people don’t believe in
ghosts?

3. Taketheletters of the blocks as they are arranged in the three rows and by moving them
around seeif you can make any words out of them.

4. Another crash is coming from the kitchen. Predict what could happen next.

Extending the Story
1. Use the newspaper to cut out letters mixing consonants and vowels. Then have students work
in pairs and challenge each other to see how many words can be made from the | etters.

12
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A CLUE?
7

spewed
mischievous
poltergeist
circulation
insistent
righted
scientific
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W L0 M K. Roach

Vocabulary/In Context/Definitions
“ ...the cement truck spewed out concrete...” (vomited)
“ ...the mischievous ghost, or poltergeist...” (annoying ghost)

“Kelly...ranto the circulation desk to take the book out.” (check out)
“...but the most insistent poltergeists...” (pressing, demanding)

“ Often requiring that a wrong berighted.” (corrected)

“Oh, don't be so scientific!” (systematic, logical)

Question/Predict/Evaluate

Do you believe in ghosts? Does Kelly? Does James?
Who is the better detective so far — Kelly or James?
How does this chapter define the word poltergeist? How doesit fit in the story? What does

it mean “awrong could need to be righted”?
4. What do you think mom’s discovery is? How do you think it will fit into the mystery so

far?

Extending the Story

1. Mischievousis avocabulary word from this chapter. What does the word malicious mean?
Look up both words and compare. Think about the things that the ghost has done. Are they
mischievous or malicious?

2. Find examples of mischievous and malicious behavior in the newspaper. What are the
consequences of each?

13
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Vocabulary/ln Context/Definitions I

spidery “ Spidery brownish writing...” (very thin, like a spider)
cautiously “ Momreplied cautioudly.” (very carefully)

carps “Hecarpsat J constantly...” (finds fault)
incredulously “ James asked incredulously.” (unbelievingly)
recoiled “and herecoailed, hissing...” (drew back)

wN e

Question/Pr edict/Evaluate
What does the family learn from the hidden diary?
How did the British make it difficult for the colonists?
What seems to be the problem between J and his father? Why might he need to get away
from him?
How isthe ghost or the poltergeist still at work?
What could FS stand for?

Extending the Story
Would you have been a Loyalist or aPatriot in the 1700’'s? A student debate between the
two sides could highlight the reasons for the divisions between the two sides and give
students a clearer understanding of what the patriots were fighting for.
What are the two sides in politics today? Using the newspaper, define what each side,
Republican and Democrat, believein. Find articles that support their idess.
Mom has found a water-damaged diary that is only partly legible. This adds to our
information. Students could continue work on the diary first seen in Chapter 4.
Identify the words used in the diary that are unfamiliar to you. What do they mean?

14



accidental
scrambled
initials
unison
grimly
debris
beckoned

| ocket
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CHAPTER NINE
WORDSAND
LETTERS

Vocabulary/ln Context/Definitions = fe

“It'sjust accidental.” (by chance)

“Leeapsis Please scrambled.” (mixed up)

“ Maybe they're the poltergeist’sinitials.” (first letters of name)
“No,” Kelly and James said in unison.” (together as one)
“Samsaid grimly.” (sternly)

“ He scooped out the debris...” (rubble, ruins)

“ ...and beckoned for the truck to repair the hole.”

(to call with anod or gesture)

“It was a very old, tarnished silver |ocket.”

(asmall case containing portrait, lock of hair, worn on chain)

Question/Predict/Evaluate

Twice Kelly has said Jamesisagenius. Explain.

2. James and Kelly may be twins but they differ in their ideas about the mysterious
happenings? Explain.

3. Do you find yourself thinking more like James or Kelly in your reasoning?

4. Isthere aconnection between what’ s happening inside the house and outside in the

construction area?

5. Finding the locket seems mysterious. Why has no one found it before this?

Extending the Story

1. What is scientific thinking? What is the opposite of scientific thinking?
What kind of thinker are you? Do you identify with Kelly or James?
2. How are Kelly and James approaching this problem differently? Who isright?

15



CHAPTER TEN
A LONG NIGHT

Vocabulary/ln Context/Definitions 721998 MK, Roach
peered “ James peered over Kelly's shoulder at the locket.” (to ook closely)
indentation “Kelly put her thumbnail in a little indentation...” (a depression)
reciting “ Kelly was reciting multiplication tables...” (to repeat aoud)
imitating “The answer came immediately, asif imitating her.” (copying)

Question/Pr edict/Evaluate
How do James and Kelly hope to find out more information about the mysterious FS?
What seems to be the purpose of the tapping?
What are the strange happenings during this night? Can you explain them?
Take the scrambled letters and try to make them into words. See if you can make sense of

these |etters.

el RN

Extending the Story
1. Kelly saysthe ghost seemslikeit islaughing at them. Can the ghost be making fun of them?
Find examples and explain why the ghost would do this?
2. Would your parents have slept through the racket of “A Long Night?’
3. Why does the ghost apparently contact the children and not the parents?

16



CHAPTER ELEVEN

ANOTHER CLUE

Vocabulary/In Context/Definitions ~ *"**"* ™
inhumanly “They sure move fast. Inhumanly fast.” (not human)
relieved “ Kelly thought he sounded relieved...” (free from distress)
evasively “Not really, Kelly said evasively.” (not straightforward)
fragment “ Samwas picking up another stone fragment...”

(aportion broken off)

Question/Predict/Evaluate
How did little Cory provide an answer to the scrambled blocks?
Why haven't Kelly and James shared these happenings with their parents?
Can you think why FS would want the family to go away?
More letters are added to the mystery. Can you connect them to the previous clues?
Mom says, “Kids, | really would like the noises to stop.” What is mom thinking and why
would she say that? Does mom have any reason to be suspicious of the twins?
5. What could the newly found |etters mean on the stone fragment Sam found?

pODNPE

Extending the Story
1. Now that we have more clues, students can write more diary entries. They could be from
FS or letters from the soldier she loved.
This chapter isfilled with great adverbs. Use the newspaper to find how adverbs are
used and how they can change the meaning of the sentence. Circle adverbsin a
news story or sports story. Try changing the adverb to alter the meaning of the sentence.

N

17
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gravestone
buried

generations

surrendered
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CHAPTER TWELVE
THE NAME'STHE SAME

Vocabulary/ln Context/Definitions

“Not carved like they are on gravestones...” (amemorial stone)
“ Some folks used to be buried right on their property...”

(tointer in agrave)

“ There were generations of Smithsthere.” (the averagetimein
which children are ready to replace their parents — about 30 years)
“ Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown...” (gave up power)

Question/Predict/Evaluate

What do the twins now believe about the gray stone? What clues have they put together?
What do the children learn from the town records?

How do buria customs differ from then to now?

How does the date 1782 fit into the important dates of the American Revolution?

Extending the Story

1. How far back can students trace their own genealogies? Have students share an old
family story that has passed down from generation to generation.

2. Investigate the land that your family home sits on. Who else has lived in your home previous
to your family? Use the town clerk or county officesto help in your search.

18



CHAPTER THIRTEEN
A GHOSTLY CHAT
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Vocabulary/In Context/Definitions  «wseux o

fiancé “...near her fiancé, John Bridgeton...” (engaged to be married)
romantic “...that was such a sad romantic story...” (sentimental)
encyclopedia “He got the M volume of the family encyclopedia.” (research source)
contact “How do you contact a poltergeist?” (get in touch with)
punctuation “ ..there wasn’'t any punctuation on the blocks.”

(to separate into sentences with periods, commas, €etc.)

insult “Don’'t insult her.” (to treat with contempt)

agbrwdNE

Question/Predict/Evaluate
Mrs. Babson isvery helpful. How does she tie the clues together with the town’s history?
How do the twins communicate with Frances? Isit Morse code?
Can you die of abroken heart?
What could FIKGREF mean? Try rearranging the letters or try making them into words.
What do you think the ghost wants?

Extending the Story
What is the history of your community? What is the history of your school? Check
the cornerstone of your school for the year it was built. Interview teachers who have
been teaching along time and ask for their memories of the school’s history. Does
your school librarian have that information? What history can you learn from the
newspaper?
Who is the most knowledgeable historian in your community? Invite him/her to speak to
your class. Interview them and write afollow up article for the newspaper.

Research Morse Code. Go beyond what James found out (the year it was invented). Isit
still used? By whom?

19
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN SUSPICIONS

4 M.K. Enarh

Vocabulary/ln Context/Definitions

conversation “ Kelly and James went to bed after their conversation...” (talk)
rearranging “ She got up and tried rearranging the letters...” (put in new order)
whooshing “ ...making a gentle, whooshing sound.” (smooth, flowing water)
faucet “...must’ ve left the faucet running...” (atap for controlling flow)
guavery “Momsaid in a guavery voice...” (trembling)

pranks “These pranks...” (mischievous tricks)

lecture “..their parents gavethemalong lecture...” (aserioustaking to)
responsibility “ ...about family responsibility.” (duties)

interruption “ James...glad about the interruption, jumped up...” (hindrance)
livid “..hisfacelivid with rage (discolored)

Question/Predict/Evaluate
1. What new pranksisthe ghost pulling? If you were the ghost, what pranks would you try on
the family to get your point across?
What explanation for the pranks does Kelly’s mom and dad believe?
Do you think Kelly’s mom and dad would believe the twin’'s explanation?

Wn

Extending the Story
1. Write about atime you were accused of something you didn’t do. How did it make you feel ?
How did you handle the problem? Were you able to work things out?
2. Indignation isagood word to look up and discuss at thistime. Who feelsindignation in this
story? Find examplesin the newspaper of someone unjustly accused or someone feeling
indignation.
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protest
disappointed
criminal
whirring
raving
brigade
dumpster
significantly

CHAPTER FIFTEEN
FIKGREF

Vocabulary/ln Context/Definitions st ket
...she started to protest...” (to object)
...that makes me very sad and disappointed.” (let down)
| feel likeacriminal...” (alaw breaker, outlaw)
...her mind whirring with ideas.” (buzzing or whizzing around)
| seethat you'reraving...” (incoherent talking)
...sort of a bucket brigade.” (agroup organized for a purpose)
...by the big dumpster the crew had brought...” (large trash bin)
...Kelly whispered significantly.” (importantly)

Question/Predict/Evaluate

1. How areKelly and James parents feeling about the twins? Arethey justified in their
feelings? What can the twins do about their accusations?

2. What could FIKGREF possibly mean?

3. What do you think Frances wants?

4. What can the twins do to solve this problem? Why not just move the shed?

Extending the Story

1. Inthis chapter the poltergeist annoys people. The technique seems to be working. Do
kids often annoy their parents or siblings to get what they want? Does it work?

2. What is the condition of your community’s cemetery? What are the oldest known dates on
the gravestones? What can you learn about local history from this site?

3. Find the obituary/death notice page in your newspaper. How isit written? What
information can you learn about the person and his/her life? Write your own obituary. How
would you like your life to turn out? What did you accomplish? How were you influenced
by the history of your life?
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN
“NO OTHER WAY”

Vocabulary/ln Context/Definitions

reproachfully “...Momsaid reproachfully.” (with rebuke, SCOrn) s m . ek
apologizing “Not to mention apologizing and taking their punishment.”
punishment (expressing regret) (penalty)
innocent “...aren’'t people supposed to be innocent until proven guilty?”

(not guilty)
dismal “Dinner was a dismal affair...” (gloomy, bleak)
shovels “ ...and carefully took two shovels...” (tool to scoop)
construction “ they went over to the construction site... (building, structure)
thud “ ...something that made a dullish thud.” (dull sound made by blow)
fury “ .. fury written all over hisface.” (extreme anger)

pODNPE

Question/Pr edict/Evaluate
How do the twin’s parents react to the idea of a ghost? How would your own parents react?
How do the twins hope to convince their parents?
What istheir nighttime plan? Doesit work?
How do you think the twins will be punished? How would your parents punish you for just
such a problem?

Extending the Story
Brainstorm some ideas that could help Kelly and James. How can they prove that they are
innocent? What other actions could they have taken? Is there any way to make their parents
understand what the twins believe is causing the problems? How do kids gain back trust
whenitislost?
Find examples in the news of problems caused by lack of trust. Are these problems
local, state, national, international? How do people, families, countries, etc. regain trust?
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CHAPTER
SEVENTEEN
DOOM?

Vocabulary/ln Context/Definitions

misbehavior “1I"'mnot sure the reason for their misbehavior matters.”
(bad behavior)
disturbances “...awhole series of disturbances.” (upsets)
destructive “...you keep on doing destructive things.” (to turn to rubble)
exist “ Ghosts do not exist.” (live, are not real)
piously “ James said pioudly...” (reverently)
legal “It's quite possibly not legal either.” (lawful)
authentic “ .thelibrarian thinks that diary is authentic.” (not fake)
excruciatingly “There was an excruciatingly long pause.” (painfully)
relic “..thegravewasa historicrelic..”

(something surviving from the past)

Question/Pr edict/Evaluate
What convinces Kelly and James' parents that the twins may be innocent?
What may have happened to disturb Francis' grave?
What can the family do to fix the problem?

WP

Extending the Story

1. Inthis chapter we reach the climax of the story — the point where the story seems to peak and

it must come to some resolution. The class could create an event map that peaks (like a

rising mountain) in this chapter. What are the most important things that have happened in

this story and how do they lead up to the climax in this chapter?
2. Notice how news articles are written in the opposite fashion — the inverted pyramid —

where al the information is given away in the first paragraph. Stories build to a climax; new
stories present all facts quickly and succinctly in the beginning. Find examplesin the local

newspaper of this style of writing.
If areporter wereto visit the family, what questions would she be asking? Make alist.

»
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[ CHAPTER
!5Mn‘m L EIGHTEEN
e EUREKA

Vocabulary/ln Context/Definitions

solemnly “ Samnodded solemnly.” (gravely) = ctewihan eiesM Reach
apology “1 owe you two kids an apology.” (astatement of remorse)
hastily “ Mom said hastily.” (quickly)
super stitions “It’s amazing how super stitions grow.”
(belief or fear of what is unknown, mysterious, or supernatural)
adjusted “...hiscrew repaired the grave and adjusted the foundation...”
(to put in working order)
resort “...who had to resort to supernatural tactics...” (to go to)
tactics (plans or devices)
legible “ ...but once the diary had been made legible again...” (readable)

Question/Predict/Evaluate
What is the solution to moving the shed?
How does Hank help the children’s story?
How do the twins try to show respect for the grave?

el SN

4. What isthe last message (hopefully) from Frances? Whereis her grave?

5. What parts of this book seem most believable? Why? Do any parts seem unbelievable?

Extending the Story
1. How isthe story resolved (how is the problem solved)?

2. Inlooking back, what would you have done differently if you were Kelly or James?
3. Create anewspaper headline story featuring the twin’s discovery. Include quotes from
the twins, mom and dad, Sam, the construction crew, the town clerk, and the librarian.

Make sure your lead has the who, what, where, when, why, and how of the story.

Thetwins parents believe they have “a couple of good ghosts who had to resort to
supernatural tacticsto get us old folks to sit up and take notice.” What do they mean?

4. Does your community have a historical society? What doesit do? What historic buildings

or sites are protected in your community? Investigate.
5. Writeareview of this story. Use apublished review in your newspaper as a guide.
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X. ANSWERSTO QUESTION/PREDICT/EVALUATE

Chapter 1
1. Gangs had moved in to the neighborhood, one gang member had been after James, there was a drive-by shooting on

their street.

2. Kelly will get aroom of her own and she is excited about the country, mom and dad will have a garden, dad a new job,
mom is excited about the old house and its historical connections. Jamesis glad to be away from the gangs.

3. Answerswill vary.

4. A sphinx isahuge statue of aresting lion with aman’s head in Egypt. It isalso a mythological monster with a winged
body of lion and head of woman which proposed riddles. A sphinx-like person is one whose thoughts are difficult to
guess, a mysterious person. Cats are difficult animals to understand. They are sphinx-like because they keep to
themselves and you never know what they are thinking.

Chapter 2

1. The cause of the crashisamystery. The family members suggest the wind, robbers, Sphinx but those are doubtful.

2. What could topple over akitchen table loaded with china? There was no wind. The pieces of china seem to scare
Sphinx. Kelly things the pieces of chinaarein arow asif someone put them that way.

3. Kelly seems calmer, triesto look at thingslogically to find a reason for the crash, and wantsto explore. Jamesis
nervous and aworrier and still thinks that the gangs may be after him or robbers broke into the house.

4. AWV

Chapter 3

1. AWV.

2. AWV.

3. A horseshoe is supposed to bring good luck. AWV

4. AWV

Chapter 4

1. The noises, the overturned table and broken china, the stone with the mysterious numbers, Sphinx is acting spooked as
well as the dog owned by Sam, a member of the construction crew, who whimpers when he sees the horseshoe.

2. Thetires on one of the construction trucks have been punctured and flattened. Thiswill delay construction. AWV

3. Sheseemsto have found a brownish piece of paper that could b e apart of a Revolutionary War diary. Thiswould be
over 200 years old and have great value.

4. Johnny Bull is what the American Patriots called the English in the American Revolution. The Patriots were the rebels
fighting for freedom from the British. The English and the Loyalists were fighting for control of the colonies.

Chapter 5

1. A good omenisagood sign, a sign that good things will happen. Dad thinks the diary page is a good omen.

2. AWV. Morse code is asystem of communicating over telegraph wires using tapping sounds of dots and dashes. AWV
The tapping seemsto be asignal, an SOS or distress signal, or maybe just SS. It leads them back to the table
downstairs that they were playing monopoly on.

3. AWV. ltisstartling because the blocks were now arranged. Corey had |eft them as a tower.

Chapter 6

1. AWV.

2. AWV. Thekids suggest it could be mice or araccoon or maybe someone broke in and is trying to scare them and get
rid of them. Then they talk about ghosts.

3. AWV. 4. AWV,

Chapter 7

1. AWV. James seems more logical and skeptical about ghosts — more scientific. Kelly seems more open to the
possibility that all the problems are caused by ghosts. She seems able to suspend belief.

2. Kelly seemsto be the better detective because she wantsto find out...goesto the library and starts digging for
information.

3. A poltergeist is a mischievous ghost that tries to get peopl€’s attention by making loud noises, tapping and knocking
things over. All of these thingsin the definition connect to the story. A wrong could need to be righted meansthat in
the past awrong was committed or happened and because it was never made right, it is a festering problem that needs
to be addressed and made correct.

4. AWV.

Chapter 8

1. Theauthor of thediary isagirl. She caresfor aboy named J. They learn that J s father wasalLoyalist. Jisamember
of the militia and hopes to join Washington and his army in New Jersey. They hope to marry after the war.
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2. TheEnglish raided their coastal towns, took their animals, and made it difficult for the coloniststo lead their own lives.

3. Itseemsthat Jand hisfather have chosen opposite sidesin the war. AWV.

4. Sphinx leads them to the cupboard under the sink where al the bottles have been tumbled over except for afew that are
laid out to spell FS.

5. AWV.

Chapter 9

1. Inchapter 3 James suggests putting ink or paint on the piece of stone to help them decipher the numbers 782. Now he
makes some sense of Corey’s blocks spelling out the words HELP ME.

2. Jamesisascientific thinker; he believes that they should look for other clues, but he does not believe in ghosts. Kelly
seems more emotional and intrigued by the mystery and the possibilities for ghosts.

3. AWV.

4. AWV.

5  AWV.

Chapter 10

1. Jamesand Kelly stay up at night to watch Corey’s blocks to see if anything more happens.

2. Jamesand Kelly think it could be for getting attention or communicating.

3. After thetapping, then came a bang in the hall, the hall mirror ended up on the floor, cupboard door opened, abell like
sound, dad’ s work boots moved, and Corey’ s blocks put in arow.

Chapter 11

1. Corey tellsKelly to “go away” and she connects that to the poltergeist writing “gooey.”

2. AWV. Parents probably wouldn't believe their ideas about ghosts.

3. AWV. Perhaps shelived there and never wanted to leave.

4. Mom may think the twins are causing mischief and creating the noises themselves.

5 AWV

Chapter 12

1. Thegray stoneis believed to be a gravestone, the numbers could be adate — 1782. They put the letter together to form
aname—SMITH.

2. They find out the history of Smith’sHill and that Frances Smith died at Smith’s Hill on January 20, 1782.

3. Often people were buried right on their property instead of a churchyard.

4. 1782 would have occurred after Cornwallis' surrender at Y orktown in October 1781. The war itself took a couple of
more years before it really ended.

Chapter 13

1. Mrs. Babson knew the history of Frances Smith, that she died of abroken heart and she asked to be buried on the family
property and that her fiancé joined George Washington.

2. They tried Morse Code but it was invented in 1830 after Frances had died, so they tried writing messages using Corey’s
blocks.

3. AWV,

4. AWV,

5 AWV.

Chapter 14

1. Thekitchen sink is plugged and the water allowed to run and flood the kitchen, Sphinx’s cat food is scattered al over,
and salt was put in the sugar bowl.. AWV

2. Kelly's parents believe that she and James are bored, are missing the excitement of the old neighborhood and may want
to go back so they are creating all of these pranks.

3. AWV,

Chapter 15

1. Their parents are sad, angry and disappointed and they make the twins stay inside. They would like to believe the
twins but they find it very hard. AWV.

2. AWV but the twinsthink it means Fix Grave.

3. It seemsthat Frances wants her final resting place to be preserved and not buried in concrete.

4. AWV.

Chapter 16

1. Thetwin's parents do not believe them, in fact, the ghost explanation makes them even angrier because they would
have hoped the twins would own up to their pranks and apologize.

2. Thetwinsbelieve their parents won't believe in ghosts but will respect the idea of the gravesite. So they want to prove

the gravesite exists by digging for more evidence at night.
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3. Thetwins sneak out with flashlights, grab two shovels, and start digging. Their plan works because they both find
something hard in their digging but they are interrupted by their Dad discovering them — and he isangry.

4. AWV,

Chapter 17

1. Eventhought the twin’s parents are very angry, the twins protest their innocence and then fire off a string of evidence
and history to show mom and dad the connections they have made with Frances Smith. It also could beillegal to build
over agrave.

2. ltispossible that a farmhand working the farm years ago may have knocked over the grave, crushed it, and then hid the
broken pieces of the gravestone to hide his mistake and hide his blame in destroying an historic relic.

3. AWV,

Chapter 18

1. Instead of moving the shed, they will just cut off that one corner of the shed.

2. Hank knows some of the history and talk of the area. He remembers his grandmother talking that after the gravestone
disappeared strange noises were noted on the hill at night. His grandmother talked about Frances Smith’s ghost. This
seems to connect with the odd goings on the Clavers have experienced.

3. Thetwins make awooden marker for the grave.

4. They probably mean the twins. It seemsthe parents still don’t believe in ghosts. They believe that James and Kelly
pulled the pranks to get their parents’ attention on the gravesite.

5. TANKU. At the corner of the shed.

6. AWV.

XI. NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR THE ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS

1. Studentsread awide range of print and non-print texts to build an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the
cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society
and the workplace; and for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary
works.

2. Studentsread awide range of literature from many periodsin many genres to build an understanding of the many
dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of human experience.

3. Students apply awide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate and appreciate texts. They draw on their
prior experience, their interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts,
their word identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter correspondence,
sentence structure, context, graphics.)

4. Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate
effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes.

5. Students employ awide range of strategies as they write and use different writing process elements appropriately to
communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes.

6. Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media
techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and non-print texts.

7. Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions, and by posing problems. They
gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of sources (e.g., print and non-print texts, artifacts, people) to
communicate their discoveries in ways that suit their purpose and audience.

8. Students use avariety of technological and information resources (e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, video)
to gather and synthesize information and to create and communi cate knowledge.

9. Students develop an understanding of and respect for diversity in language use, patterns, and dialects across cultures,
ethnic groups, geographic regions, and social roles.

10. Students whose first language is hot English make use of their first language to develop competency in the English
language arts and to devel op understanding of content across the curriculum.

11. Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy communities.

12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment,
persuasion, and the exchange of information).
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