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FIRSTGLIMPSE W $15B shortfall ©  mwsio Y When the session opens
OF THE ACCUSED d'fﬁ_ lt m Texas Housi Republican K to“’zll}llie recentrecessionhas
Jared means dithcu ?anug?rsazgf: r:ttlf# s4eBS PEAET " had its impact on the state
Loughner, h : 1 ’ revenue outlook as major
22, accused cnoices 10om revenue sources, such as
of trying to much higher — closer to thesalestax,generatedless
assassinate APRILCASTRO $27 billion — if lawmakers money in the last couple of
a congress- Associated Press intend to maintain spend- years,” state Comptroller
woman ing at current levels and Susan Combs told report-
appear§ N Louah AUSTIN — Texas lawmak- still pay for enrollment ers. “While we have turned
court with oughner ers will have a revenue growth in public schools the corner to an economic
the attorney who de- shortfall of at least $15 bil- and on Medicaid rolls, cost recovery, the revenue esti-
lion for general-purpose increases and other vari- mate I'm releasing today is
fended the Unabomber. spending for the next two- ables. That figure amounts for moderate growth.”
NATION,3A year budget compared with to almost a third of discre-  The numbers cover the
current state spending, ac- tionary state spending in 2012-2013 budget, and in-

HAVE MURAL,
NEED TAKER

A mural that
Whataburger saved
in1998 is
available
foranyone
with room
forit, Trou-
bleshooter
Mike Baird
reports.

LOCAL,1B

ROBSTOWN
PICKS UP PIECES

Amid cleanup after a
tornado, Robstown
High School pressed
ahead with classes.

cording to figures released
Monday.

Some analysts say the
true shortfall could be

the current budget.

The Texas Legislature
will begin to grapple with
the bleak budget picture

clude a $4.3 billion deficitin
the current state budget.

Pleasesee SHORTFALL,5A

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Texas comptroller Susan Combs told reporters Monday that
major revenue sources, such as the sales tax, generated less
money for the state within the past couple of years.

NUECES COUNTY JUNIOR LIVESTOCK SHOW

betting

Report:
more
students
ticketed

B Volume taxes
courts; harms

reany

Michelle and Chuck Mathis hang
identification plaques Monday

LOCAL,1B

kids, group says
TIGERS’ COACH

LEAVES CAMPUS

Carroll High

School

athletics

coordinator

Terry Morris

has been

reassigned

to the dis-

trict’s athletic office and
no longer will coach as
of Jan. 24.
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Rockport-Fulton’s
Chandra Dixon

R-F GIRLS RISE
IN RANKINGS

Rockport-Fulton girls
basketball team has
climbed to fourth in the
state Class 3A rankings
and wants to find out
just how far it can go.
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Follow us

Get updates from
the state Legislature
and Corpus Christi
City Council meetings
with our Twitter feed.

@callerpolitics

To subscribe:
883-3800

for members of the River Hill 4-H
Club in the lamb area.

Judge sentences DeLay
to three years in prison

M Republican

to be freed as his
appeal unfolds
JUANA.LOZANO

Associated Press

AUSTIN— A judge ordered
former U.S. House Majority
Leader Tom DelLay to serve
three years in prison Mon-
day for his role in a scheme
toillegally funnel corporate
money to Texas candidates

in 2002.

The sentence comes after
a jury in November con-
victed DeLay on charges of
money laundering and con-
spiracy to commit money
laundering.

The Republican who rep-
resented the Houston area
was once one of the most
powerful people in U.S.
politics, ascending to the
No. 2 job in the House of
Representatives. During a
several-minute statement to
the judge before sentencing,

Delay says
his pros-
ecution is
politically
motivated.

DeLay repeated his long-
standing claims that the
prosecution was politically
motivated and that he never
intended to break the law.

“I can’t be remorseful for
something I don’t think I
did,” DeLay said.

Senior Judge Pat Priest
sentenced himto the three-
yeartermonthe conspiracy
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ABOVE: Amanda
Nattrass, student
teacher for the Calallen
FFA, puts together a
turkey pen Monday as
she and members help
set up for the show.

LEFT: Sally Schroeder,
16, and Makenzie
Lowke, 15, both with the
Calallen FFA, decorate
the group’s lamb pens
Monday for today’s
animal move-in for the
Nueces County Junior
Livestock Show, which
runs through Sunday.
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More police in school
districts like CCISD means
more students are being ar-
rested and cited for misde-
meanors, according to a new
report by a social justice ad-
vocacy group.

Thrusting students into
the judicial system for
nonviolent misbehavior,
such as disrupting class,
puts them at greater risk
of future legal problems
and academic struggles,
including higher dropout
rates, Texas Appleseed’s
report says.

The growing volume of ar-
restsand citations of students
also taxes municipal courts
and justices of the peace,
creating backlogs of cases
and straining tax dollars,
said Deborah Fowler, Texas
Appleseed’s legal director
and author of the report

In 2006-07, nearly 2,100
Corpus Christi Independent
School District students, or 5
percent of the district’s pop-
ulation, were issued Class C
misdemeanors, according to
the report released Monday.

More than half of those
citations were for disor-
derly conduct or violating
curfew, according to the
third and finalin a series the
agency produced on what it
calls the state’s school-to-
prison pipeline.
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POLL

Do you think school districts
should eliminate low-level
offenses from the penal code?

TCEQ set to consider
Las Brisas on Jan. 26

B Draft agenda
for the meeting
still may change

DENISEMALAN
maland@caller.com / 886-4334

LasBrisas Energy Center’s
air permit has been placed
on environmental commis-
sioners’ Jan. 26 agenda.

The Texas Commission
on Environmental Qual-
ity agenda is a draft, so the

schedule could change.

Las Brisas is a proposed
$3 billion, petroleum coke-
fired power plant to be built
on the Corpus Christi Inner
Harbor. The air permit sets
limits on the amount of pol-
lutionsuch as sulfur dioxide,
mercury and tiny particu-
late matter the plant could
emit to the air. The permit
has been working through
the regulatory process for
more than 22 years.
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