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Quick Read

TEXT WISELY
AND POLITELY

There was
a hot topic
at the City
Council
meeting
Tuesday:
texting,

which
can be more than a
nuisance for public
officials, columnist
Leanne Libby writes.

LOCAL,1B

FOOTBALL'S
TOP GUNS

With the first week in
the books, find out who
leads the area statisti-
cally in high school
football.

SPORTS, 2C

GRAD STUDENTS
GET iPADS

A new Texas A&M
University-Corpus
Christi program is giv-
ing 50 iPads to gradu-
ate students for a year,
and they must blog
about how the devices
help them in school.

LOCAL,1B

RALLY PROTESTS
DRILLING BAN

An estimated 130
people gather at the
American Bank Center
torally Wednesday
against the deepwater
oil and gas drilling
moratorium during the
Rally for Jobs event.

BUSINESS,7C

APPLE DEBUTS
NEW PRODUCTS

Apple Inc. announces
a smaller, cheaper
version of its TV device
for Internet streaming,
and it unveils a new
line of iPods.

BUSINESS,7C
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Get live video
coverage from the
North Carolina Outer
Banks as the storm
approaches.

To subscribe:
883-3800

ISE OF THE JAVELINAS

Texas A&M-Kingsville, stable and surging, takes on the nation’s No. 1 team tonight. SPORTS, 1C

75 CENTS

CORPUS CHRISTI

Caller Timegas

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2010

W CITYEDITION

Cal Iercom

HALF OFF/DEPOT

/> OFF TODAY

Corpus Christi
Hooks

halfoffdepot.com/corpuschristi

Storm tracks easier to predict

M But hurricanes
like Earl will still
present problems

SETHBORENSTEIN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Sophisti-
cated computer models that
replaced instinct with cold,
hard math have helped fore-
casters predict where a storm
like Hurricane Earl is going

about twice as accurately as
20 years ago.

And last year, they proved
it: The three-day forecast was
as accurate as the here-it-
comes, one-day warning used
to be in the 1980s. In the 2009
hurricane season, the one-day
forecast predicting where a
storm would hit was off by
only 53 miles on average.

But Earlis the type of storm
—bigand inatricky location
—that can defy expectations.
Its predicted track shows the

r INSIDE R
m Category 4 Hurricane Earl
approaches East Coast. 5A

eye passing just off the East
Coast, dancing so close to
shore that a slight wobble
could turn that miss into a
mess.

Evenifthe eye remains off-
shore, high winds that extend
200 miles from the center
could reach inland.

A small shift could “bring
the center of Earl directly in

contactwiththe Outer Banks,
hence the need for the (hur-
ricane) warning,” National
Hurricane Center Director
Bill Read said Wednesday.

East Coast storms can be
more predictable than those
inthe Gulf of Mexico because
they don’t usually make the
sharp twists and turns taken
by some Gulf storms.

Still, MIT meteorology
professor Kerry Emanuel
called Earl “a forecasting
nightmare in a way.”
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Genavecia
Lara, 10
months,
takes a few
stepsin

the water
on Corpus
Christi
Beach while
family friend
Leslie Craw-
ford (back-
ground)
watches.
This was
the first
time to the
beach for
Genavecia,
who is from
Victoria.
While she
was scared
by the water
at first, she

gradually
warmed up
toit.

Geoff Holmes relaxes Wednesday on Corpus Christi Beach. The Michigan resident works at various
locations along the Gulf Coast. “I love Corpus Christi,” he said. “I think | might have to get a permanent

address down here.” Today’s forecast will be similar to Wednesday’s with a 20 percent chance of isolated
showers and partly cloudy skies. The high temperature will be in the mid-90s with a heat index that could reach
105 degrees despite southeast winds between 5 and 15 mph, forecasters said.

Number of illegal
immigrants down

B Economic woes,
more enforcement
cited as reasons
HOPE YEN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON—The number
of illegal immigrants living
in the U.S. has dropped for
the first time in two decades
— decreasing by 8 percent
as the sour economy dried
up jobs and increased en-
forcement made it harder
to sneak across the border
with Mexico, a new study
finds.

Much of the decline
comes from a sharp drop-
off in illegal immigrants
fromthe Caribbean, Central

America and South Ameri-
ca attempting to cross the
southern border of the U.S.,
according to the Pew His-
panic Center, which based
its report on an analysis of
2009 census data.

The findings come amid
bitter debate over Arizona’s
strict new immigration law,
which was passed earlier
this year but is on hold for
now as it is challenged in
federal court. The Obama
administration contends
the state law usurps federal
authority and promotes
racial profiling, while Ari-
zona leaders say states are
justified to step in if federal
enforcement falls substan-
tially short.

Pleasesee IMMIGRATION, 8A

BLUE OCTOBER

IN SEPTEMBER

Blue October makes a stop
in Corpus Christi on Saturday.

weekend

That’s why Read and oth-
ers emphasize that the fore-
cast isn’t a precise projection
of Earl’s movements. It’s a
line surrounded by a “cone of
uncertainty.”

About one out of three
times, the eye of the storm
will move out of the cone,
said Timothy Schott, tropi-
cal cyclone program leader
forthe National Weather Ser-
vice in Silver Spring, Md.

Pleasesee HURRICANE, 5A

Stimulus
money
trickles
down

M Panel hears
testimony in
Corpus Christi

RHIANNON MEYERS
meyersr@caller.com / 886-3694

Despite aslow and spotty
start, federal stimulus dol-
lars earmarked for energy
projects are trickling down
to consumers and munici-
palities, local and state of-
ficials testified Wednesday
at a state legislative hear-
ing.

A state legislative sub-
committee charged with
overseeing the impact of
energy-related stimulus
dollars took testimony at
City Hall from some of the
largest public and private
recipients of the money
supposed to help trim elec-
tricity bills and energy
consumption.

Corpus Christi city
officials and officials
from state agencies told
the three-member com-
mittee, chaired by state
Rep. Solomon Ortiz Jr., D-
Corpus Christi, that they
initially faced challenges
spending the stimulus
money, but most of those
problems have since been
cleared up.

Pleasesee HEARING, 8A

Energy
companies
targeted

B Some customers
rack up huge bills,

switch providers
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN — Switching elec-
tric providers in Texas
has left some utilities with
losses from customers who
make a habit of paying a de-
posit, racking up bills and
then opting for a new com-
pany and leaving the old
debt behind.

The Texas Public Utility
Commission this month is
scheduled to consider pre-
venting some nonpaying
customers from switching
providers until they pay
their previous electric bill.

“There’s a healthy seg-
ment out there of people
who do switch profession-
ally,” said Stream Energy
chairman Rob Snyder.

Snyder’s company gave
away about $30 million
worth of electricity last
year to people who didn’t
pay their bills, and as much
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