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AREA DRINKING SPEEDING SEAT BELT
Texas 30.7 38.2 58.8
Nueces    
County 33.0 36.0 61.0
Nation 31.0 29.9 60.1

Percentages of all fatal accidents from 1994 to 2008 in which drinking or Percentages of all fatal accidents from 1994 to 2008 in which drinking or 
speeding were reported as well as the percentage of deceased people who were speeding were reported as well as the percentage of deceased people who were 
not wearing a seat belt.not wearing a seat belt.

DRINKING
Highest               Lowest

 47.1 17.8
 North D.C.
 Dakota

Note: Percentages will not 
add up to 100. Many fatal 
accidents involve multiple risk 
factors. Others involved none.

Source: Scripps Howard News 
Service study of 562,712 fatal 
vehicle accidents reported to the 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
from 1994 to 2008

SPEEDING
Highest           Lowest

 44.3 9.3
 South New
 Carolina Jersey

SEAT BELT
Highest           Lowest

 76.4 43.9
 Rhode Oregon
 Island

 ■ Meeting today
focuses on area
around coliseum
SARA FOLEY
foleys@caller.com / 886-3767

If anyone thinks the Des-
tination Bayfront idea is a 
plea for more park space, 
they’re wrong, project or-
ganizer Trey McCampbell  
says.

“We’re trying to help 
our community see a big-
ger vision of what we could 
create,” he said. “We’re 
working to create that with 
a process that fi ts our com-
munity.”

That process started a 
few months ago, when a 
group of business leaders 
developed an idea for the 
bayfront area if Memorial 
Coliseum is demolished. 
The City Council has voted 
to proceed with demolition 
of the building but has not 
decided what to do with the 
land.

The Destination Bay-
front plan proposes a mix of 
restaurants, park amenities 
and activities on the land. 

Today , backers of the 
Destination Bayfront plan 
will hold a public meeting 
featuring guest speakers 
Fred Kent and Kathy Mad-
den,  who work for a com-
pany that helped other cites 
carry out concepts similar 
to the idea for the coliseum 
land. The meeting begins 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Corpus 
Christi Ballroom of the 
Omni Hotel Bayfront, 900 
North Shoreline Blvd.

The New York-based 
company, Project for Public 
Spaces, worked on parks, 

 Group
to talk
plan for
bayfront

 ■ Fees a burden
during downturn,
refi neries say
FANNY S. CHIRINOS
chirinosf@caller.com / 886-3759

Tariff  increases approved 
two months ago by the Port 
of Corpus Christi over the 
objection of industrial cus-
tomers are on the chopping 
block Tuesday.

Local refi neries say those 
tariffs are an undue burden 
on their operating costs dur-
ing an industry downturn.

Port commissioners who 
voted in favor in December 
say the tariff s are an indirect 

but crucial method for fund-
ing the port’s share of vital 
projects such as the widen-
ing and deepening of the 
Corpus Christi Ship Chan-
nel, engineering and de-
sign of the long-anticipated 
La Quinta container cargo 
terminal and extending La 
Quinta Channel.

Federal matching funds, 
already authorized but still 
pending appropriat ion 
in Congress, are at stake, 
they say.

The decision by the port 
commission to reconsider 
the tariff increases reflects 
a change in the balance of 
power among port commis-
sioners. Gone is former com-
mission C hairman Ruben 

Bonilla, via term limits. The 
newest commissioner is Rob-
ert Kostelnik, a former Citgo 
plant manager whose ap-
pointment by the City Council 
late last year was championed 
by Port Industries of Corpus 
Christi, a 17-member associa-
tion of industrial plants. The 

new chairman is banker Mike 
Carrell, who voted against 
the tariff  increases and who 
has had the Port Industries 
backing since his original ap-
pointment to the commission 
in 2001.

The meeting begins at 
9 a.m. Tuesday at the Con-

gressman Solomon P. Ortiz  
International Center.

Commissioners will dis-
cuss and take action on re-
ducing or rescinding the fi ve-
year increase on the tariff  for 
liquid bulk cargo. The harbor 
safety fee is up for discussion, 
but commissioners will not 
take action on that item.

Reducing or eliminating 
the tariff would severely 
impact the port’s ability to 
replenish its cash reserves. 
The safety fee, which would 
pay for the port’s marine pa-
trol division, would impact 
port security.

Com m issioners  ap -
proved increasing a tariff 

 Port to take another look at tariff  increases

SOUTH TEXAS’ KILLER ROADS

KATHERINE ROSENBERG
rosenbergk@caller.com / 
886-3778

Forget rush hour. The 
deadliest time to be on a 
Coastal Bend road is be-
tween  2  and 3 a.m.

Nationally, the dead-
liest hour is between 5 
 and 6 p.m. 

But in the Coastal 
Bend it’s the hour after 
the bars close. Not sur-
prisingly that hour is the 
worst on Saturdays and 
Sundays.

“We have a drinking 
and driving problem 
here,” said Capt. Jay 
Vesely of the Corpus 
Christi Police Depart-
ment. “You put alco-
hol together with a 
4,000-pound vehicle 
and city streets with 
plenty of things to hit, 
along with decreased 
reasoning and yes, you 
have a problem.”

Vesely said that of the 
25 fatal collisions in Corpus 
Christi in 2009 alcohol played a 
role in 15 — that’s 60  percent of the 
time. 

About 31 percent of area traffi  c fatal-
ities in nine area counties — Aransas, 
Bee, Brooks, Jim Wells, Kenedy, Kleberg, 
Nueces, Refugio and San Patricio — were 
alcohol-related from 1994 through 2008, 
according to a Scripps Howard News Ser-
vice analysis. 

That’s on par with  both the national average 
of 31  percent and Texas’ 30.7 percent average.

 Deadliest time
to drive: 2-3 a.m.

THOMAS HARGROVE
Scripps Howard News Service

Can the public help fi x America’s 
killer roads?

Experts agree that motorists often 
experience unsafe driving condi-
tions that, if reported to government 
offi  cials and traffi  c safety engineers, 
could lead to highway redesigns or 
even cheaper solutions like cutting 
back foliage that obscures vision at 

critical intersections.
But there now  is no nationwide 

method for Americans to fi le com-
plaints or to make traffic safety 
suggestions. Most state and county 
highway departments leave it to local 
governments and community groups 
to urge action or seek improvements 
along a specifi c roadway.

“Creating a national system would 
be a positive thing, I think. It could 
help motorists and help improve 

our transportation infrastructure,” 
said Jacob Nelson, director of traffi  c 
safety policy and research for AAA. 
“I don’t see any reason not to do it.”

Scripps Howard News Service, as 
a part of its “Killer Roads” national 
reporting project, has created a Web 
site that allows anyone in the United 
States to report an unsafe driving 
condition. 

Public urged to report unsafe roads 

■ Rush hour
not as risky
as right after
bars close in
Coastal Bend

■ Report unsafe roadways 
■ See information on all fatal 
accidents in your area
■ VIDEO: See an interview with 
Mary E. Peters, the former U.S. 
t ransportation s ecretary.Please see HOURS, 4A

Please see HELP, 4A

 IF YOU GO
What: Destination 
Bayfront meeting
When: 5:30 p.m. to day
Where: Omni Bayfront 
Hotel, 900 North Shoreline 
Blvd.
Corpus Christi Ballroom
Online: www.destination-
bayfront.org 

Please see DESTINATION, 3A

Please see PORT, 3A

NEW ROBOT
AIDS SURGEONS
The Christus Spohn 
Health System will be 
the fi rst in the region to 
off er minimally invasive 
surgery with the help of 
a state- of- the- art robot.
LOCAL, 1B

PALIN STUMPS
FOR PERRY
Former Alaska Gov.  
Sarah Palin appears 
at a rally in support of 
Gov. Rick Perry. Palin 
also told Fox News that 
it would be absurd not 
to consider running for 
president in 2012. 
TEXAS, 2B

VOLUNTEERING
PAYS OFF BIG
Volun-
teering 
in the 
commu-
nity can 
reap big 
rewards, 
such as a free ticket 
to Disney World or 
Disneyland, writes 
local columnist Sarah 
Tindall.
FAMILY, 5B

TEXAS WOMEN
BEAT TECH
The No. 17 Texas 
women’s basketball 
team routed Texas Tech 
81-51 on Sunday.
SPORTS, 6C
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Drew Brees named MVP in Saints’ fi rst Super Bowl win. SPORTS, 1C 
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Reducing or eliminating the 
tariff  would severely impact 
the port’s ability to replenish 
its cash reserves. The safety 
fee, which would pay for the 
port’s marine patrol division, 
would impact port security.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2010


