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 Asked Response Provided Provided
Agency questions time† ticket info cell #s
Alice Police yes 9 yes no**
Aransas County Sheriff’s Office yes 0 yes* yes
Aransas Pass Police yes n/a no no
Bishop Police yes n/a no no
Corpus Christi Police yes 8 yes yes
Driscoll Police yes 3 yes yes
Gregory Police yes 1 yes no
Ingleside Police yes 0 yes no***
Jim Wells County Sheriff’s Office yes 9 yes no**
Kingsville Police yes 3 yes yes
Kleberg County Sheriff’s Office no n/a no no
Mathis Police yes 9 yes no***
Nueces County Sheriff’s Office no 13 yes no**
Orange Grove Police yes 2 yes* no***
Port Aransas Police yes 4 yes no
Portland Police yes 1 yes no
Premont Police no 8 yes* yes
Robstown Police yes 4 yes* no **
Rockport Police yes 2 yes* no **
San Patricio Sheriff’s Office yes 7 yes* no***
Sinton Police yes 10 yes no***
Taft Police yes 7 yes* yes
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*Provided some information, but incorrect format
**Asked for attorney general opinion
***Does not issue work cells to employees
†Business days

OPEN RECORDS
The Caller-Times recently tested 22 local law enforcement agencies on their compliance with the Texas Public Information Act. The most common violation was asking the requestor 
why he or she wanted the information.

 Asked Response Provided Provided
Agency questions time† ticket info cell #s

 Asked Response Provided Provided
Agency questions time† ticket info cell #s
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 Miley Cyrus
a hit with kids
Fan favorite Miley 
Cyrus took home two 
Kids Choice Awards 
— for favorite female 
singer and TV actress 
— and rocked the show 
with a performance.
PAGE 2A

Hot Longhorns
face Memphis
Memphis is out to prove 
its No. 1 seed but will 
have to beat the  sizzling 
Texas Longhorns in the 
South Regional fi nal of 
the men’s NCAA basket-
ball tournament. 
SPORTS, 1C
Also in Sports: 
■ An inside look at MLB 
teams,  8C-9C
■ Top local aquatic ath-
letes in the Caller-Times 
All-South Texas Swim-
ming and Diving teams, 
10C

Voters to cast
early ballots
Early voting starts Mon-
day for the April 8 run-
o�  election, expected 
to cost Texas taxpayers 
more than $2 million.
LOCAL, 1B

High food cost
drives hunger 
As food prices con-
tinue to rise, countries 
around the world won-
der how they will feed 
hungry bellies.
IN-DEPTH, 15A

When it comes to giving information,

who gives the 
green light?
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 MISTAKES INCLUDED 

 QUESTIONING   THE 
INFORMATION’S USE , 

STATING THE AGENCY HAD 
10 DAYS TO  COMPLY, OR 

NOT FOLLOWING  
PROCEDURE  TO GET AN 
ATTORNEY GENERAL’S 

RULING.
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PREMONT POLICE 
DEPARTMENT WAS THE 
ONLY AGENCY THAT DID 

NOT ASK QUESTIONS AND 
PROVIDED THE 

INFORMATION IN 
A TIMELY MANNER. 

 BY DAN KELLEY 
AND DENISE MALAN
Caller-Times

Only one area law enforce-
ment agency — Premont Po-
lice Department — correctly 
followed all portions of the 
Texas Public Information 
Act during the Caller-Times’ 
recent audit of 22 Coastal 
Bend agencies’ compliance 
with the law.

Caller-Times reporters 
went to the o�  ces of 22 local 
law enforcement agencies 
over several days in late Jan-
uary with two requests: the 
number of speeding tickets 
issued in 2007, by month, 
and work cell phone num-
bers of police supervisors. 
Reporters intentionally did 
not identify their employer 
in an effort to gauge how 
agencies would respond to 
requests from the average 
person who doesn’t regu-

larly deal with public offi-
cials and open records laws. 
Anyone can use the Public 
Information Act to request 
information from agencies 
such as cities, counties, 
schools and the state.

Nineteen of the 22 area 
agencies asked requestors 
who they were, who they 
represented or why they 
wanted the information. 
That has been a common, 
recurring mistake com-
mitted by all types of pub-
lic entities audited by the 
Caller-Times in the past 
two years. 

“It’s a natural instinct,” 

said Gregory Police Chief 
Robert Garza. “ ‘Why do you 
want it? What do you want 
to use it for?’ I think it’s a 
natural question. Some-
times, depending on what 
they are asking for, it helps 
to know why they want it to 
narrow it down. That helps 
clarify in some instances.”

Garza is among those 
who asked a reporter, when 
approached  during the 
audit, why she needed the 
information. Contacted 
after the audit, he said he 
has gone through the open 
records training required 
of public o�  cials in Texas. 
O�  cials with most audited 

agencies were asked the 
same question after the 
audit, and all said they and 
their sta� s had received the 
training.

Officials can fulfill the 
requirement by attending a 
two-day course in Austin 

 Suzanne Pena, a clerk at Premont City Hall,  presents  Police Chief Fidencio ‘Joe’ Hino-
josa with a batch of traffi c citations last week . ‘If they ask for stuff, I have no problem 
providing it for them,’ Hinojosa said of requests for public information .

 Premont is region’s only
law enforcement agency
to correctly handle requests
for public data, audit shows 
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SEE THE SPEEDING TICKET 
STATISTICS WE COLLECTED 
FROM THE VARIOUS LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 
AT CALLER.COM

T ■ TV Channels
Telenovelas  8T

CATCH A STAR Justin Timberlake expected  to be 
at Whataburger Field to fi lm movie 
during today’s Hooks game LOCAL, 1B
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THE ARANSAS PASS 

POLICE DEPARTMENT, 
BISHOP POLICE DEPART-

MENT AND KLEBERG 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S 

OFFICE DID NOT 
RESPOND TO INITIAL 

REQUESTS.

Please see INFORMATION 10A

 AUGUSTIN  ROSE 

1:20 P.M. TODAY ON CBS

Leaders want
Clinton, Obama
backers to unite
BY DENISE MALAN
Caller-Times

The Nueces County Democratic 
convention started more than 
two hours late, but the crowd 
made use of the time.

As soon as a group of del-
egates in the corner of West Oso 

High School’s auditorium start-
ed chanting for Sen. Barack 
Obama, blue signs for Sen. Hill-
ary Rodham Clinton popped up 
and delegates started a counter-

cheer. Though Clinton delegates 
made up a majority of delegates, 
Obama supporters were vocal 
and energetic.

The back-and-forth contin-
ued throughout the convention 
Saturday, with delegates parad-
ing banners, fl aunting T-shirts 
and signs.

Demos show 
their energy 
at convention INSIDE: Democratic state 

conventions draw crowds. 12A

Please see CONVENTION 13A
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